Summary by section of 
LB 701 – Governor/NRD version
Section 1 – Riparian Vegetation Management Task Force is created

Members are appointed by the Governor and include:

· 1 from each surface water rep from each fully or over appropriated river basin
· Platte

· Niobrara/White

· Republican

· 1 from Department of Agriculture

· 1 from the DNR

· 1 from the Governor’s office

· 1 from State Forester

· 1 from the Game and Parks Commission

· 1 from the University of Nebraska 

· 2 nominated by NARD
· 2 nominated by Nebraska weed control association

· 1 riparian landowner from each congressional district

· Any Natural Resource Committee members that want to serve
A 14 member task force
The Task Force operates until June 30, 2009.

Section 2 – Purpose of the Riparian Vegetation Management Task Force
Consult with federal agencies and develop and prioritize vegetation management goals.  The Task Force shall work on the Platte and Republican river basins first and have a set of recommendations available for the Governor and Legislature by December 15, 2007.  The Task Force shall have up to $25,000 for operational expenses.
Section 3 – Renumbering
Section 4 – Amend the Noxious Weed program to appropriate $4 million dollars to be spent on controlling trees by either the weed control or NRD in the Republican River Basin in 2007-2008.  Program sunsets in 2009.   This is Senator Carlson’s vegetation bill.

Section 5 – Definitions for DNR, NRDs, directors, etc., applied.
Section 6 – NRDs in the Republican River Basin may issue negotiable bonds and refunding bonds of the district and entitled river flow enhancement bonds, with the terms determined by the NRD board.   Repayment of the bonds can be made by funds from: 

· Federal or state government
· An occupation tax  (a tax on irrigated acres)

· A levy authorized by section 2-3231  (no levy is authorized in that section)  However a later section permits the NRDs to operate or own reclamation or irrigation districts.
The bond may be issued by an NRD alone or in conjunction with other NRDs via joint public agency provisions.

Section 7 – Bond proceeds may be used to pay the costs of:
· Purchase and ownership of water rights including storage water rights
· Acquisition by purchase or lease or administration and management of canals and reservoirs
· Vegetation management

· Augmentation of river flows

Section 8 – The NRDs may levy a tax of up to $10 per irrigated acre for bond repayment.
· Tax shall remain in force so long as there is an outstanding bond

· The irrigated acre tax is collected by the county treasurer and is a lien against the property
· The NRD may begin foreclosure proceedings against property with unpaid irrigation taxes
Section 9 – Property tax authority is extended and expanded
· The NRD may continue to collect the existing property tax

· The NRD may continue to collect the $0.03 per hundred surcharge that was slated to expire
· The NRD may collect an additional new $0.10 per hundred property tax

Section 10 – Amends existing law that prohibited NRDs from owning or operating irrigation districts to allow it.

Section 11 – Amends 13-808 to permit bonds to be used to enhance river flows.

Section 12 – Amends 13-2530 to permit bonds to be used to enhance river flows.

Section 13 – Amends 46-229.04 regarding hearings on removal of surface water rights by the State.
· Allows the State to remove water rights held by the Bureau of Reclamation of the Bureau has not used those rights in more than five years.

Section 14 – Prohibits irrigation out of pits that fill by seepage from the aquifer 
Section 15 – Sets the time frame in which a well must be registered with the DNR. 
Section 16 – Changes the language for a well from drilled to constructed.  And prohibits a change in the use of a well from its original purpose without a permit.
Section 17 – Changes the time of non-use of a water permit before revocation from three years to five years.

Section 18 – Permits a NRD to impose an immediate stay on new irrigation wells and then after the fact hold a hearing within 180 days to determine if the those with existing permits should be permitted to complete their well.
Except 

(a) test holes, 
(b) dewatering wells with an intended use of one year or less, 
(c) monitoring wells, 
(d) wells constructed pursuant to a ground water remediation plan under the Environmental Protection Act, 
(e) water wells designed and constructed to pump fifty gallons per minute or less, except that no two or more water wells that each pump fifty gallons per minute or less may be connected or otherwise combined to serve a single project such that the collective pumping would exceed fifty gallons per minute, 
(f) water wells for range livestock, 
(g) new surface water uses or water wells that are necessary to alleviate an emergency situation involving the provision of water for human consumption or public health and safety, 
(h) water wells defined by the applicable natural resources district as replacement water wells, but the consumptive use of any such replacement water well can be no greater than the historic consumptive use of the water well it is to replace or, if applicable, the historic consumptive use of the surface water use it is to replace, 
(i) new surface water uses and water wells to which a right or permit is transferred in accordance with state law, but the consumptive use of any such new use can be no greater than the historic consumptive use of the surface water use or water well from which the right or permit is being transferred, 
(j) water wells and increases in ground water irrigated acres for which a variance is granted by the applicable natural resources district for good cause shown, 
(k) subject to any conditions imposed by the applicable natural resources district , to the extent permitted by the applicable natural resources district, increases in ground water irrigated acres that result from the use of water wells that were permitted prior to the effective date of the determination made in subsection (1) of this section and completed in accordance with section 46-738 but were not used for irrigation prior to that effective date, 
(l) to the extent permitted by the applicable natural resources district, increases in ground water irrigated acres that result from the use of water wells that are constructed after the effective date of the stay in accordance with a permit granted by that natural resources district prior to the effective date of the stay, 
(m) surface water uses for which temporary public-use construction permits are issued pursuant to subsection (8) of section 46-233, 
(n) surface water uses and increases in surface water irrigated acres for which a variance is granted by the department for good cause shown, and 
(o) water wells for which permits have been approved by the Department of Natural Resources pursuant to the Municipal and Rural Domestic Ground Water Transfers Permit Act prior to the effective date of the stay.
Section 19 – Modify 46-715 to require the DNR to report by January 1 of each year, beginning in 2008, that amount of water that may be depleted from the stream in both the short and long term.  The DNR’s determination is not subject to challenge.
Section 20 – Amend 46-1212 to include water from oil wells as being subject to the water well definition.  References a non-existent section 46-601.01 (1)(b)(c)
Section 21 – Creates the Water Cash Fund and puts the DNR in charge of its administration.  The money is to be used in the Platte or Republican Basins to help reduce consumptive use.  The fund will receive 2.7 million and the money can be given to NRDs if the NRDs provide at least a 40% or more match.
The NRD requesting funds shall submit a report to the Legislature that 

(a) Explains the controls, rules and regulations of the proposal.

(b) An activity schedule

(c) An agreement to repay the cash fund if the NRD fails

Section 22 – Amend 61-210 to remove language that transfers water cash fund money out and allows the water cash fund to come back into existence.
Section 23 – Amend 61-1345 to move corn check off money from ethanol to the water cash fund after Dec 31, 2012.  
Section 24 – Sets the check off dollars to ½ cent per bushel of corn and to ½ cent per hundredweight for sorghum.

Section 25 – Amend current statutes to allow the administration of the water cash fund.
Section 26 – Transfers $2.7 million from the General Funds to the water cash fund before June 30, 2008.

Section 27 – Transfers $2.7 million from the General Funds to the water cash fund before June 30, 2009.

Section 28 – States that it is the intent of the Legislature that the DNR should do more during 2007 to help get the State in compliance with a Compact.
Section 29 – Amends existing statutes to make the extension of current NRD property taxes collectable through 2012.

Section 30 – Adds the severability clause.

Section 31 – Repeals sections that interfere with this.
Section 32 – Adds the emergency clause.

